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ON THE INDEPENDENCE AND IMPARTIALITY OF THE ARBITRATOR
A. The Arbitrator must perform his or her duties with independence and impartiality in accordance with Article 61 of the Code of Professional Conduct for Lawyers (Article 17 of the Rules of the Bar Arbitration Chamber), the Code of Ethics (Article 19 of the Rules of the Bar Arbitration Chamber), and the “Guidelines on Conflicts of Interest in International Arbitration developed by the International Bar Association”; the latter, although not binding on either the Arbitrator or the Bar Arbitration Chamber, may assist the Board of Directors in resolving any conflict of interest raised by the Arbitrator or the Parties.
B. Upon accepting the appointment, the Arbitrator must issue a Declaration of Acceptance and Independence in which he or she states with confidence and certainty that he or she is able to perform his or her duties with the necessary impartiality, disclosing all circumstances and/or relationships that could objectively be relevant to his or her independence and impartiality. 
C. The Arbitrator must remain independent and free from any conflict of interest at every stage and phase of the proceedings, during which the Declaration of Independence must be renewed should new facts or circumstances arise that could affect his or her independence and impartiality.
D. Any doubts must be resolved by the Arbitrator through the Declaration of Independence, in which he or she must describe circumstances, facts, and/or relationships, with a detailed indication of the period and duration and with specific direct and/or indirect reference to all parties to the arbitration: the Parties and their Counsel (including the law firms or networks to which they belong), the technical expert, and the arbitral institution. 
E. The arbitrator must file the Declaration of Acceptance and Independence even if appointed by the Parties.
F. By accepting the appointment, the Arbitrator must declare that he or she is fully familiar with and accepts in its entirety the Rules of the Chamber of Arbitration.




DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE ARBITRATOR

ARBITRATION No. ______________
PARTIES _______________________ / ________________________
With reference to the arbitration in question, the undersigned ____________________, having received the notice of appointment on _______

· DECLARE THAT I DO NOT ACCEPT the appointment as Arbitrator (specifying the reasons, if desired)
or
· DECLARES THAT HE/SHE ACCEPTS the appointment as arbitrator, fully accepting the Rules of the Milan Bar Association Arbitration Chamber, which he/she declares to be fully familiar with in their entirety and which he/she undertakes to scrupulously observe

· DECLARES that he/she is and intends to remain independent and impartial in the proceedings referred to in the heading and that, to the best of his/her knowledge, there is no fact, circumstance, or relationship that could affect his/her independence and impartiality.
or
· DECLARES that he/she is and intends to remain independent and impartial in the proceedings referred to in the heading and in compliance with the precise provisions of Chapter II of the Rules of the Milan Bar Association Arbitration Chamber, and hereby discloses below any facts, circumstances, and relationships that directly or indirectly concern the Parties, with a detailed indication of their nature, period, and duration.

· STATES that he/she is aware that transparently disclosing relationships, facts, and circumstances that could lead to the non-confirmation or revocation of the appointment does not necessarily mean that the appointment cannot instead be confirmed or not revoked should the Executive Board so decide, possibly after hearing the Parties and/or the Declarant.
· STATES that he is aware that in the event the Parties have agreed to jointly nominate him for his express competence, esteem, trust, impartiality, and equidistance that characterize him, he must nevertheless provide detailed evidence of direct and indirect relationships with all parties to the arbitration, with the utmost transparency and without omitting anything.

ADDITIONAL NOTES



DECLARES

1) That he was contacted by ___________ on _______________ with whom he conferred in the absence of cross-examination in 
· Specify details regarding facts, time, and place
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

2) That he/she is or is not connected to any of the Parties, to a company controlled by them, to the entity controlling them, or to a company under common control, by an ongoing consulting relationship or paid service agreement, or by other financial or partnership relationships that compromise his/her independence
· Specify factual details, time, and place
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

3) Whether you are a Guardian, Trustee, or Support Administrator for one of the Parties or for a person connected to the Parties or the Counsel
· Specify factual details, time, and place
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________


4) Whether you have advised one of the Parties at an earlier stage of the matter or testified as a witness
· Specify the facts, time, and place
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

5) Whether personally or through or in conjunction with a partner and/or colleague at the firm, the individual has represented one of the parties to the proceedings, including in out-of-court proceedings, and three years have not yet elapsed since the conclusion of such professional representation, as required by the Rules
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

6) Shares office space at the same law firm with one of the two attorneys representing a family member or person close to the parties
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

7) Has an ongoing collaborative relationship with the attorney of a family member or person close to the Parties
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

8) Is aware of/has a personal or financial interest, either personally or through a person close to them, related to the subject matter of the dispute 
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

9) Are there academic ties with the Counsel for the Parties or a family member or person close to the Parties?
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

10) Is there a marital relationship, more uxorio relationship, or family relationship with one of the Parties/Defense Counsel 
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

11) Is there a relationship of acquaintance/friendship/enmity with the Parties, their partners, or persons closely related to or connected with them, or their Counsel 
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration
NOTES_____________________________________________________________________

12) Is a member of the same sports/cultural club as … (Parties/Counsel/persons close to them)
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration

13) His/her children attend the same school/sports club/social circle as the children of … (Parties/Defense Counsel/neighbours)
· Nature of the relationship
· Period 
· Duration

NOTES



[bookmark: _Toc166865804][bookmark: _Toc166865805][bookmark: _Toc166865806][bookmark: _Toc166865807][bookmark: _Toc166865808][bookmark: _Toc166865809][bookmark: _Toc166865810][bookmark: _Toc166865811][bookmark: _Toc166865812][bookmark: _Toc166865848]FINALLY, the Arbitrator hereby declares that he/she is fully familiar with and accepts in their entirety the Rules of the Milan Bar Association Arbitration Chamber, and specifically accepts the following articles: 16 (Appointment of the Arbitrator), 17 (Independence and Impartiality of the Arbitrator), 18 (Incompatibility with the Appointment as Arbitrator ), 19 (Obligations of the Arbitrator and Code of Ethics), 20 (Appointment and Confirmation of the Arbitrator - Declaration of Acceptance and Independence), 21 (Ongoing Disclosure Obligation), 22 (Penalty Payable by the Arbitrator), 23 (Challenge, removal, and replacement of the Arbitrator), 24 (Appointment of the Arbitrator nominated by the Parties), 56 (Costs of the Defence Counsel), 57 (Costs of the proceedings).


Attachments
a) Updated Summary of the Declarant’s Qualifications



Place and Date _________________________


(Arbitrator’s name)
___________________Signature ________________
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